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Note: The following changes were made to the Libertar-
ian Party Platform by delegates at the 1998 Libertarian
National Convention (July 2-5, 1998, Washington, DC).
Other than the sections printed below, the 1996 Platform
remains the same.

[ INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
AND CIVIL ORDER

I. FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY

We believe that individuals should be free to make choices
for themselves and to accept responsibility for the conse-
quences of the choices they make. We must accept the right
of others to choose for themselves if we are to have the same
right. Our support of an individual's right to make choices
in life does not mean that we necessarily approve or disap-
prove of those choices.

We believe people must accept personal responsibility for
the consequences of their actions. Libertarian policies will
promote a society where people are free to make and learn
from their own decisions. Personal responsibility is discour-
aged by government denying individuals the opportunity
to exercise it. In fact, the denial of freedom fosters irrespon-
sibility.

2. CRIME

The continuing high level of violent crime — and the
government's demonstrated inability to deal with it —
threatens the lives, happiness, and belongings of Americans.
At the same time, governmental violations of rights under-
mine the people’s sense of justice with regard to crime. The
appropriate way to suppress crime is through consistentand
impartial enforcement of laws that protect individual rights.
Laws pertaining to “victimless crimes” should be repealed
since such laws themselves violate individual rightsand also
breed genuine crime. We applaud the trend toward private
protection services and voluntary community crime con-
trol groups. We support institutional changes, consistent
with full respect for the rights of the accused, that would
permit victims to direct the prosecution in criminal cases.

19. FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION
AND GOVERNMENT DISCRIMINATION

Individual rights should not be denied, abridged, or en-
hanced at the expense of other people’s rights by laws at any
level of government based on sex, wealth, race, color, creed,
age, national origin, personal habits, political preference, or
sexual orientation.

We support repealing any such laws rather than extending
them to all individuals.

Discrimination imposed by government has caused a mul-
titude of problems. Anti-discrimination laws create the
same problems. While we do not advocate private discrimi-

nation, we do not support any laws which attcempt to limit
or ban it.

The right to trade includes the right not to trade — for any
reasons whatsoever; the right of association includes the
right not to associate, for exercise of this right depends upon
mutual consent.

22. SEXUAL RIGHTS

We believe that adults have the right to private choice in
consensual sexual activity.

We oppose any government attempt to dictate, prohibit,
control, or encourage any private lifestyle, living arrange-
ment, or contractual relationship.

We support repeal of existing laws and policies which are
intended to condemn, affirm, encourage, or deny sexual
lifestyles or any set of attitudes about such lifestyles.

23. AMERICAN INDIAN RIGHTS

The rights of American Indians have been usurped over the
years. We support the following remedies: (1) individuals
should be free to select their own citizenship and tribes
should be free to select the level of autonomy the tribe
wishes, (2) Indians should have their property rights
restored, including rights of easement, access, hunting,
and fishing, (3) the Bureau of Indian Affairs should be abol-
ished, leaving tribal members to determine their own sys-
tem of governance, and (4) negotiations should be under-
taken to resolve all outstanding differences between the
tribes and the government.
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We believe that each person has the right to offer goods and
services to others on the free market. Therefore we oppose

all intervention by government into the area of economics.
The only proper role of existing governments in the eco-
nomic realm is to protect property rights, adjudicate dis-
putes, and provide a legal framework in which voluntary
trade is protected.

Efforts to forcibly redistribute wealth or forcibly manage
trade are intolerable. Government manipulation of the
economy creates an entrenched privileged class — those
with access to tax money, and an exploited class — those
who are nert taxpayers.

We believe that all individuals have the right to dispose of
the fruits of their labor as they see fit and that government
has no right to take such wealth. We oppose government-
enforced charity such as welfare programs and subsidies, but
we heartily applaud those individuals and private charitable
organizations that help the needy and contribute to a wide
array of worthwhile causes through volunrary activities.

I. THE ECONOMY

Government intervention in the economy imperils both the
personal freedom and the material prosperity of every
American. To ensure the economic freedom and enhance the
economic well-being of Americans, we would implement
the following policies:

a. Dramatic reductions in both taxes and government
spending;
b. An end to deficit budgets;

c. A halt to inflationary monetary policies;

d. The elimination of all government impediments tofree
trade; and

e. The repeal of all controls on wages, prices, rents, prof-
its, production, and interest rates.

111 DOMESTIC ILLS

6. TRANSPORTATION

Government interference in transportation is characterized
by monopolistic restriction, corruption, and gross ineffi-
ciency. We therefore call for the dissolution of all govern-
ment agencies concerned with transportation, including the
Department of Transportation, the Interstate Commerce
Commission, the Federal Aviation Administration, the Na-

tional Transportation Safety Board, the Coast Guard, and
the Federal Maritime Commission, and the transfer of their
legitimate functions to competitive private firms. We
demand the return of America’s railroad system to private
ownership. We call for the privatization of airports, air
traffic control systems, public roads, and the national
highway system. We condemn the re-cartelization of com-
mercial aviation by the Federal Aviation Administration via
rationing of take-off and landing rights and controlling
scheduling in the name of “safety.”

As interim measures, we advocate an immediate end to

government regulation of private transit organizations and
to governmental favors to the transportation industry. In
particular, we support the immediate repeal of all laws
restricting transit competition such as the granting of
taxicab and bus monopolies and the prohibition of private
jimey services. We urge immediate deregulation of the
trucking industry.

8. HEALTH CARE

Recent decades have witnessed growing government in-
volvement in the health care system. That involvement has
led to bureaucratic top-down management, rapidly escalat-
ing prices, costly regulations, the criminalization of the
practice of medicine, and a host of other problems. None of
these problems was prevalent prior to the time when gov-
ernment began to increase its involvement. We believe that
government involvement is the principal cause of many of
the problems we face in the health care system today. There-
fore we favor restoring and reviving a free market health care
system.

We advocate a complete separation of medicine from the
state. We recognize the right of individuals to determine,
free from government interference and its harmful side ef-
fects, the level of insurance they want, the level of care they
want, the care providers they want, the medicines and treat-
ments they will use, and all other aspects of their medical
care. We oppose any government restriction or funding of
medical or scientific research, including cloning. -

We support an end to government-provided health insur-
ance and health care. Both of these functions can be more
effectively provided in the private sector. The high cost of
health insurance is largely due to government’s excessive
regulation of the industry. Government’s role in any kind
of insurance should only be to enforce contracts when
necessary, not to dictate to insurance companies and
consumers which kinds of insurance contracts they may
voluntarily agree upon.

= Libertarian National Committee, Inc.
» 2600 Virginia Ave, NW, Suite 100, Washington DC 20037
2 L Phone: (202) 333-0008 Fax: (202) 333-0072






II. TRADE AND THE ECONOMY
We believe that each person has the right to offer goods and

services ro others on the free market. Therefore we oppose all intervention by government into the area of economics The only proper role of existing governments in the economic: realm is to protect property rights, adjudicate disputes, and provide a legal framework in which voluntary trade is protected.

Efforts to forcibly redistribute wealth or forcibly manage trade are intolerable. Government manipulation of the economy creates an entrenched privileged class - those with access to tax money, and an exploited class - those who are net taxpayers.

We believe that all individuals have the right to dispose of the fruits of their labor as they see fit and that government has no right to take such wealth* We Oppose governmentenforced charity such as Welfare programs and subsidies, but we heartily appia ud those individuals and private charitable organizations that help the needy and contribute to a wide array of worthwhile causes through voluntary activities.

I. THE ECONOMY

Government intervention in the economy imperiis both the personal freedom and the material prosperity of every American. To ensure the economic freedom and enhance the economic Well-being of Americans, we would implement the following policies:

a. Dramatic reductions in both taxes and government spending; b. An end to deficit budgets; c. A halt to inflationary monetary policies; cl. The elimination of all government impediments to f ree trade; and

e. The repeal of all controls on Wages, prices, rents, profits, production, and interest rates.

111. DOMESTIC ILLS

6. TRANSPORTATION

Government interference in transportation is characterized by monopolistic restriction, corruption, and gross inefficiency. We therefore call for the dissolution of all government agencies concerned with transportation, including the Department of Transportation, the Interstate Commerce Commission, the Federal Aviation Administration, the Na

tional Transportation Safety Board, the Coast Guard, and the Federal Maritime Commission, and the transfer of their legitimate fun-:tions to competitive private firms. We demand the return of Americas railroad system to private ownership. We call for the privatization of airports, air traffic control systems, public roads, and the national highway system We condemn the re-cartelization of commercial aviation bythe Federal Aviation Administration via rationing of cake-off and landing rights and controlling scheduling in the name of “safefy."

As interim measures, We advocate an immediate end to government regulation of private transit organizations and to 'governmental favors to the transportation industry. In particular, we support the immediate repeal of all laws restricting transit competition such as the granting of taxic:ab_ and bus monopolies and the prohibition of private jitney services. We urge immediate deregulation of the trucking industry.

8.. HEALTH CARE

Reeent decades have witnessed growing government involvement in the health care system. That involvement has led to bureaucratic top-down management, rapidly escalating prices, costly regulations, the criminalizarion of the practice of medicine, and a host of other problems. None of these problems was prevalent prior to the time when government began to increase its involvement. We believe that government involvement is the principal cause of many of the problems We face in the health Care system today. Therefore We favor restoring and reviving a free market health care systemf

We advocate a complete separation of medicine from the state. We recognize the right of individuals to determine, free E rom government interference and its harmful side ef - fects, the level of insurance they Want, the level of care they Want, the care providers they want, the medicines and treatments they will use, and all other aspects of their medical care. We oppose any government restriction 01' funding of medical or scientific research, including cloning.

We support an end to government-provided health insurance and health care. Both of these functions can be more effectively provided in the private sector. The high cost of health insurance is largely due no governmenfs excessive regulation of the industry. Governrnents role in any kind of insurance should only be to enforce contracts when necessary, not to dictate to insurance companies and consumers which kinds of insurance contracts they may voluntarily agree upon.

