1.0 Personal Liberty

-Change “and to accept” to “but then must accept”

-In sentence 2, what about parents disciplining children, or when consent is given to allow force?

-We can use force to defend innocent from force

-2nd sentence is awkward, delete it – It would have forbidden the American Revolution

-Why does it address foreign affairs under personal liberty?

-Clarify “adults” instead of “individuals”

-people should bear both the consequences AND REAP THE BENEFITS

-Change “may” to “should” in 2nd sentence

-Delete “government” from 2nd sentence
1.1 Expression and Commnication

-Delete “full” 

-What about yelling “Fire” in a theater, fraud, truth in advertising, death threats, criminal intent?

-add “for consenting adults”

-add “peaceful” so it reads “any peaceful religion – some religions call for child sacrifice or child rape

-No fairness doctrine!

-Add “directly” so it reads “directly aid or attack”

-How would you deal with public nudity?  Obscene advertising on public billboards?

Delete “regulation” – there are limited airwave frequencies, and it’s reality that their use needs to be regulated else they’ll be useful to nobody

1.2  Personal Privacy
-Delete the drug example from the last sentence – puts too much emphasis on that one example

-DUI involves drugs, but it is a crime before there is actual harm to victims

-clarify that we think legally accountable & consenting adults can make these choices
-“only actions that infringe on the rights of others (including actions that put others in clear & present danger against their wishes) can properly…”

-leaves room for candidates to oppose household manufacture of meth – only says “use” is a victimless crime

-add language saying the person is responsible for the consequences of their actions because of drug use

-private organization rules about drug use are OK

-instead of drugs, use hate crimes or building codes as an example as an example of laws not related to public safety that we should be allowed to decide ourselves (or suicide, gambling, seatbelts)

-it’s OK to regulate hazardous substances

-people look to this plank for the Patriot Act, national ID, bank snooping, etc., and there’s nothing here

-replace “persons, homes and property” with a 4th Amendment quote through the phrase “unreasonable searches and seizures”

Change “provided” to “affirmed” or “recognized” – Constitution doesn’t grant rights

1.3 Personal Relationships

*MFC – objections to adoption by gays and to the idea of gays in the military
-add language to condemn pedophilia

-reword “to define or license personal relationships or provide incentives intended to encourage any particular form of personal relationship”

-Nor should persons receive exclusive special benefits because of a traditional marriage (i.e. tax credits for child care)

-support the right of private organizations (Boy Scouts) to ban homosexual members

-however government DOES have the duty to mediate marriage contracts when there is a divorce and child custody issues

-We need to speak of individual rights, not group rights or other collectivist notions

-hate crime legislation is senseless – instead of adding sexual orientation to the list of protected groups, abolish hate crime legislation

- Government does have legitimate authority to license personal relationships if those relationships involve custody laws, as in any “partnership” agreement.

-The government’s role as licensing agent should be maintained if only to guarantee fairness in adjudication (also inheritance in probate & survivor benefits

-remove “or license”

-the phrase “no legitimate authority” sounds childish

-Government should recognize individuals and their contracts, but not define the contracts

-The same rules should apply to all individuals, regardless of sex orientation, etc.

-add “private” before “sexual practices” – no sex in public!

-move 2nd sentence to be the 1st & add to the (was 1st, now 2nd) sentence “Thus…”

-don’t say “gender” when you mean “sex”

-delete all but the first sentence

1.4 Abortion

Comments all over the map:  strict pro-life, states rights, pro-choice through mid-term, pro-choice through all 9 months, to pro-abortion for purposes of population control

-even some think government should pay for abortions for poor people

-several comments about removing the part about government-forced abortions because it’s not a political reality in the modern U.S.

1.5 Crime and Justice

*MFC – disapprove of the jury nullification sentence

-re-word 1st sentence “to protect individual rights, including life, liberty and property”

-change “restitution TO the victim” not “restitution OF the victim”

-incorporate the last 2 sentences of 1.2 into this plank?

1.6 Self-Defense

*MFC – Need restrictions for convicted persons with a history of using guns to violate the rights of others

*MFC – no gun sales to 5-year-olds

*MFC – shouldn’t allow mentally deranged people to own guns

-don’t use the word “inheres”

-don’t restrict just to guns – talk about “personal defense weapons” so it’s guns, knives, tasers, whatever, but not WMDs

-The use of force must be appropriate for the threat – Lethal force should only be used to protect life

-Would this allow U.S. companies to sell WMDs to terrorist regimes?

2.0 Economic Liberty

-Change “free trade” to “competitive trade”

-The free market only works when there’s competition

-Add “honest” so it reads “voluntary and honest trade”

-each person has the right to offer “safe for intended use” goods and services…
2.1 Property and Contract

*MFC – Are you putting in a time limit, or are we giving land back to the Indians?

-too absolute – favor prohibition of monopoly that controls the market

-change “has been taken” to “is taken”

-insert “government” before “controls on wages…”

-roads have to be built, sometimes over property owners’ objections

-reword as opposing controls on “prices of all goods and services, including wages, rents, and interest” – those are all types of prices

- change “right to trade” to “freedom to trade:

-include both physical property and intellectual property

-what about false advertising laws?

-change to “truthful advertising”

-more specifically address eminent domain

-restrictions on pornographic advertising (or alcohol or drugs) are appropriate

-zoning laws at local levels can help protect property values from “theft of value” by slum neighbors

-“we oppose controls on…” add “as long as free market conditions exist”

-are all income taxes since 1916 to be returned to those who paid them?

-don’t put property rights on the same level as human rights.  If in conflict, human rights are more important because lives can’ be replaced.

-change “liberty of contract” to add “…between mentally competent adults”

-use only 2nd sentence and delete the rest

-make the point that private agreements like HOAs are fine – private orgs can contract the same as individuals can

-need to say that property rights are fundamental to a free society

-government shouldn’t require you to sell things you don’t want to (mandated insurance coverage, pharmacies that object to the morning after pill, your real estate to a developer)

-move 3rd sentence to economic liberty plank

-redundancy with economic liberty plank
-it is not clear why the two subjects in the plank are related to each other

-the discussion of advertising doesn’t fit here

2.2 Environment
(LOTS of comments before we wrote our novel language- maybe I’ll transcribe later, but they’re not as relevant to our current plank)
2.3 Energy and Resources

*MFC – I don’t understand the first sentence

-Need something about independence from foreign oil and use of alternate energy sources

-Government must allow responsible development of oil production in coastal areas, ANWAR, etc.  Must allow building new refineries

-Government lands must be open to energy production

-Delete it – covered by other planks

-Property ownership includes the rights to its resources as defined by deed rights and/or restrictions.  This includes the right to use, develop, sell, trade, or hold those resources.

-Add opposition to subsidies

-Add “Energy should be produced, allocated and priced in a free market.”

Had comments all over the map on this one, including:

-prevent price-gouging

-energy companies are evil & they must pay!

-government must set the pricing for energy

-must set pricing to punish global warming

-need more nuclear energy

-no nuclear energy!

-property owners own the oil under their property, but not the water running across it

-we all own the oil and should all share in the profits

-we need a carbon tax

2.4 Government Finance and Spending

-shouldn’t use the tax code for social engineering

-no tax withholding

2.5 Money and Financial Markets

*MFC – Abolish the $ as a unit of currency??  Are you crazy?

*FC – This would destroy WORLD financial markets.

*FC – Does eliminating  “governmental units of account” mean we would pay our taxes with chickens?

*FC – I don’t understand the issues here

*FC – repeal/abolish the Fed

-No bailouts!  Private banks are responsible for their own success/failure

-Keep the first sentence and delete the rest

-Government should not mandate that banks loan to targeted groups

-What does this plank add?  You’ve already said you’re for free markets.

-Government banking regulation should not only address prohibiting fraud, but also liquidity and stability

-Federal lending/banking organizations shouldn’t compete with private ones

-Are you saying no FDIC?  Tell people that and watch what happens!  LOL!

-Coining money is a constitutionally defined function of government

-Should never say “unrestricted”.  There are always exceptions, like for force/fraud.

-A stable banking system is one of the things I think is covered by “promote the general welfare” in the Declaration of Independence

-Add something about the right to financial privacy

-Would this repeal anti-counterfeiting laws?

-The Interstate Commerce Clause leaves room for legal tender laws

-We need insider trading protections

-Government needs to be able to prevent catastrophes – stop panic trading, limit risky banking practices that led to the Great Depression, subprime lending

-Restore the integrity of our currency (stop borrowing)

-Delete this plank

-Would this abolish the SEC, which enforces rules against fraud?

2.6 Monopolies and Corporations

*MFC – The title has “monopolies” in it, but I don’t see any discussion of monopolies in the plank

-Clarify “government monopolies” or remove “monopolies” from the title

-In the “oppose government subsidies”, add “and industry bailouts”
-Free market only works because of competition, so we should support anti-trust laws

-Change “free markets” to “free and competitive markets”

-Change “liability” to “accountability” or “held accountable for the damages they cause”

-What does “strict liability” mean?  No regulation?

-Government shouldn’t compete with private industry

-does “any other special interest” mean social programs?

-Add to “government subsidies” the phrase “or regulatory advantage”

-reword “Divest government of all functions not required by the Constitution that should be provided…”

-This calls for private roads and private armies

-The free market can’t “govern” industry

2.7 Labor Markets

-first sentence doesn’t allow government to forbid a sex offender from working in a daycare, or a DUI convict from being a bus driver

-change “any person” to “any legal resident”

-is it OK to use blackmail or force to get a job?

-we should support an employer’s right to fire, support “Right-to-Work” laws

-should say employers should not be forced to provide benefits

-many don’t understand the practical application of the 2nd sentence

-we should mention opposition to affirmative action

-there are some cases for federal involvement under Interstate Commerce Clause – national security, air traffic, transportation, dock workers

-no closed shops, no union dues for political activities

-It’s wrong that air traffic controllers have mandatory retirement at 56 years old

-Unions should be only allowed in the private sector – no government unions

-What if your contract obligates you to use arbitration?

-Government’s only role in labor markets is to enforce contracts

-The consensual relationship between private employer and an employee (or prospective employee) is outside the province of government
2.8 Education (These comments were before we wrote the novel language)
-Tax credits for home schooling

-Vouchers for private schools or home schools – they make government schools more competitive

-Schools should be under local or state control

-Education is primarily the responsibility of parents and individuals

-An educated citizenry is essential to the proper function of a free society

-Need parental choice

-Need competition

-Higher education should be completely privatized – K-12 should have state/local control

-abolish the Dept of Education!!

-System needs more accountability

-Where state & local governments require tax-supported public education, should allow vouchers
2.9 Health Care

*MFC – end tax favors for employers providing insurance vs. individuals buying their own

-add something about rolling back regulations/licensing for providers

-say that the government limits choice and increases prices

-government should not mandate that you have health insurance – insert “if any” after “level of health insurance”

-allow medical marijuana

-“reviving” sounds like government interference in the process

-include alternative treatments

-government should not disallow safe treatments

-add wording that supports the dr/patient relationship
-allow buying insurance across state lines

-emphasize that individuals bear responsibility for their own decisions, if they opt for no insurance, drug abuse, bad diet

-government should not force insurance companies to cover pre-existing conditions

-hospitals shouldn’t have to treat illegal aliens with no insurance or money

-allow buying medicine from other countries

-change “restoring” to “transitioning”

-include the right to die (Alicia’s note: isn’t that included elsewhere?)

-Government control of health records is a privacy rights violation

2.10 Retirement and Income Security

*MFC – make it clear that we want long-term transition and phase-out, not immediate cutoff for old people who depend on it – needs transitional language, like we would support private Soc Sec accounts in the meantime

-The two ideas in the plank don’t mesh

-Change the last sentence to “The poor are much better served by the voluntary efforts of private groups and individuals” so it doesn’t sound so harsh.

-The last sentence is arrogant and insensitive

-Change “government sponsored” to “government mandated”
-Begin transition with the youth to give them an opt-out of the system

-The system needs a lockbox to keep Congress from stealing our savings

-We desire optional, flexible, and personal investment solutions

-Change “private voluntary system” to “private decisions of individuals to save for their own retirement” because “system” sounds like some agency is in control of it

-Delete all but the second sentence

-Change “replacing” to “offering individuals an alternative option to”

3.0 Securing Liberty

*FC – remove the word “only”
*FC – sounds to pacifist – sometimes government must use pre-emptive force – force should be a last resort, but should not be ruled out absolutely

*FC – The public doesn’t understand NIF – too esoteric

*FC – delete the last sentence

-The threat of force is powerful.  If other entity threatens us, we should be able to remove the threat.

-Securing liberty involves not only courts, but also police and military

-Add “However, we recognize that one of government’s few legitimate roles is to provide for the national defense from those who do initiate force upon our country.”

-The Constitution gives Congress the power to declare, with no requirement that it be defensive

-add “unless our security is threatened”

-This is redundant with earlier planks

-We must be able to protect ourselves from terrorists

3.1 National Defense

The comments are wide-ranging – below mostly represents the objections from MEMBERS

*MFC – a draft is OK as a last resort, if needed to defend and protect the American way of life

*MFC – The modern world is way too small and complex for isolationism.  Should support diplomacy and alliances and cooperation with other nations.  “The last home game cost us 3000+ lives and a bunch of NYC buildings.”

*MFC – support some sort of mandatory national service, civil or military, for 2 years after high school

*FC – how will the military be funded if you oppose taxation?

-In order to best protect our country, we shouldn’t be spread so thin by deploying our military in so many places

-Talk about U.N. withdrawal / NATO

-change “sufficient” to “strong” – we don’t want just a barely sufficient defense

-“We will retain the world’s greatest military, trained, deployable, and alert to world-wide concerns.  We will not impose our will on these events until diplomacy fails and our rights as Americans are attacked, or to directly prevent an evident attack.”

-would accept some mutual protection agreements

-support withdrawal of our forces from any area of the world where their presence does not directly defend against aggression towards the U.S.

-we must defend ourselves from terrorists

-There are times where aggression against a nation-state is warranted to head off a bigger problem in the future

-unacceptable and absurdly transparent and utopian

-everyone should serve in the military as a pre-condition for voting or gun ownership

-recognize George Washington’s wisdom by adding “permanent” before “entangling”

-there are some oppressive countries that sometimes MUST be dealt with
-if we followed this in the 40’s, we’d be speaking German

-we should not retreat from the obligation that freedom has a cost (NON-MEM)

-It is in this country’s best long-term interest to help resolve injustices like genocide

-no more undeclared wars

-What if they’re building weapons to attack us?  Cuban missiles?  Iranian nukes? (NON-MEM)

-don’t use the military as the Red Cross

-Will we defend our trade routes and our ships?

3.2 International Security and Individual Rights

*MFC – We can’t shout everything on the news and expect our enemies to not hear it.  Some things need to be kept secret to preserve our security and protect the military.  Delete the last sentence.

*FC – Intelligence agencies cannot be transparent, but they should be subject to judicial review

*FC – Last sentence sounds like 9/11 “truthers”

-There IS an exception.  3rd Amendment allows for quartering soldiers in private homes in time of war.  Constitution provides for suspension of habeus corpus in case of invasion or rebellion.  See Amendment #5.

-There is duplication in these sections – merge some of these planks

-repeal the Patriot Act

-“100%  And make all the UFO intelligence public.”

-In time of war, especially covert terrorism, I want the government to get all the info it can.  Especially on the enemy and those allied with them.

-I suggest advocating a return to sealed warrant issuing & other procedures that the FBI was required to follow prior to the Patriot Act

-explicitly mention warrantless surveillance

-we’ll have no civil liberties if we’re dead

3.3 International Affairs

-change to no tax-funded, permanent humanitarian aid

-how does this distinguish us from any other party?

-Condemning something doesn’t say we’d react to stop it – are we going to enforce consequences, or just condemn?
-no treaties for managed trade

-mention tariffs and import quotas here?

-talk about the UN, WHO, etc.

-war involves bombing innocents – insert word “intentionally” in the use of force against the innocent clause

The following types of comments were repeated over and over and over…

-Oppose the part about ending military/economic aid, especially with genocide
-America should help others fight tyranny

-If a criminal burned down somebody’s house, should the government take a “non-interventionist policy” and do nothing that might make the arsonist angry?

-Would we be allowed to help defend another country if we had a treaty with them?

-Economic/military aid can be necessary in order to prevent terrorism, create alliances with countries that have resources critical to us.
-We should help countries that ask us to help

-This is naïve – Fight Hitler over there before he murders millions, or fight him here after.

-2nd sentence goes too far

-We cannot stand by and let others be trampled on

-Condemn the use of force unless it’s in the defense of individual liberty

-It is the obligation of the strong to protect the weak.

-We have signed treaties to defend our allies.  Do we tear them all up?

-Economic aid should come from individual organizations

-Change “end” to “greatly reduce”

“Recognize” or directly assist?  We would not be here today were it not for the aid France provided us in our struggle against British tyranny.

-Delete 2nd sentence.

-Defense of democratic regimes against BARBARIAN attacks is required to save civilization

3.4 Free Trade and Migration

*MFC – Once socialism is repealed, I will support the above plank.

*FC – We need border security.  End of sentence.

*FC – We should implement the same import/export policies adopted by those foreign governments desiring to trade with us.  Goose/gander theory

*FC – Talk about “fair trade” instead of “free trade”.  Foreign governments that subsidize national industries create an unfair advantage.

*FC – Unrestricted immigration poses a threat to our sovereignty.  If immigrants don’t share our ideals, they threaten our way of life.

*FC – split this into two planks

-abolish managed trade treaties like NAFTA and GATT

-what about forbidding free government services (healthcare, education, food stamps, food/housing in jail) for immigrants?

-remove “unrestricted” from 3rd sentence – contradicts last sentence

-I support open borders

-Moratorium on all immigration.  We’re full up.

-This is an unworkable pipe dream.

-This assumes all immigrants wish to assimilate and contribute, which ain’t the case

-How do we compete with countries that don’t have to deal with environmental, safety, health, etc. work rules?

-Your party (LP)  is about your own liberty, not everyone else’s.

-Illegal immigrants trespass, damage, and steal our property & use taxpayer services

-Differentiate between the national borders and state borders

-Why isn’t this covered by the earlier free trade planks?

-Can a U.S. arms manufacturer sell to N. Korea and Iran?
3.5 Rights and Discrimination

*MFC – The first sentence is thought police.  Strike it.  We shouldn’t tell people what to think , so long as no rights are violated by their actions.  Bigots have rights too.  Are you bigoted against bigots?

*MFC – I can read this and see justification for child molesters, genital mutilation

-don’t need both words “deny” and “abridge”

-instead of the PC laundry list, replace with “natural traits, economic status, or peaceful lifestyle choices”

-also no special favor/privilege/quota discrimination – govt should hire on merits – private entities can hire (or not) whomever they please

-Why is the 3rd sentence in this plank?

-State that we oppose affirmative action

-what if “personal habits” include pedophilia?

-Are we repeating ourselves too much here?  When we stand for rights as protected by the Bill of Rights, do we need to overstate how many ways we want to do it?

-private orgs can be as bigoted as they please

-Delete “personal habits”.  It looks silly.  Are you talking about not bathing or what?  What about airline pilots doing meth?

-combine with the previous plank on the same subject

-“Government has an obligation to treat all individuals as equals under the law, regardless of …”

-Freedom of association for individuals or private organization

-No hate crime laws.  Punish them for what they DID (or tried to do) to someone else.

-Are you going to list ugliness, height, and weight in the 2nd sentence, too?

-Does this mean I can discriminate against people with freckles or dyed hair?  You didn’t list those.

-Does this really require a plank?  Isn’t it the essence of Libertarianism?

-Government should be concerned about political preference if it’s terrorists, Hezbollah, etc.

-strike the laundry list

3.6 Representative Government

-This would allow campaign contributions by China

-Want to require disclosure, but not regulation?

-Need verifiable voting methods

-several comments that they would oppose this plank if 1st sentence means removing the electoral college

-add term limits

Remove laws (McCain-Feingold) restricting political speech

