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Debt and Taxes
Working Americans like lower taxes. 

So do I. Lower taxes benefit all of us, cre-
ating jobs and allowing us to make more 
decisions for ourselves about our lives.

Whether a tax cut reduces a single 
mother’s payroll taxes by $40 a 
month or allows a business owner to 
save thousands in capital gains taxes 
and hire more employees, that tax 
cut is a good thing. Lower taxes allow 
more spending, saving, and invest-
ing which helps the economy — that 
means all of us. 

Real conservatives have always sup-
ported low taxes and low spending.

But today, too many politicians and 
lobbyists are spending America into 
ruin. We are nine trillion dollars in debt 
as a nation. Our mounting government 
debt endangers the financial future of 
our children and grandchildren. If we 
don’t cut spending now, higher taxes 
and economic disaster will be in their fu-
ture — and yours.

In addition, the Federal Reserve, 
our central bank, fosters runaway 
debt by increasing the money supply 
— making each dollar in your pocket 
worth less. The Fed is a private bank 
run by unelected officials who are not 
required to be open or accountable to 
“we the people.”

Worse, our economy and our very in-
dependence as a nation is increasingly 
in the hands of foreign governments 
such as China and Saudi Arabia, be-
cause their central banks also finance 
our runaway spending. 

We cannot continue to allow private 
banks, wasteful agencies, lobbyists, 

corporations on welfare, and govern-
ments collecting foreign aid to dictate 
the size of our ballooning budget. We 
need a new method to prioritize our 
spending. It’s called the Constitution 
of the United States.

American Independence 
and Sovereignty

So called free trade deals and world 
governmental organizations like the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), 
NAFTA, GATT, WTO, and CAFTA are a 
threat to our independence as a nation. 
They transfer power from our govern-
ment to unelected foreign elites.

The ICC wants to try our soldiers 
as war criminals. Both the WTO and 
CAFTA could force Americans to get 
a doctor’s prescription to take herbs 
and vitamins. Alternative treatments 
could be banned. The WTO has forced 
Congress to change our laws, yet we 
still face trade wars. Today, France is 
threatening to have U.S. goods taxed 
throughout Europe. If anything, the 
WTO makes trade relations worse by 
giving foreign competitors a new way 
to attack U.S. jobs. NAFTA’s superhigh-
way is just one part of a plan to erase 
the borders between the U.S. and Mex-
ico, called the North American Union. 
This spawn of powerful special inter-
ests, would create a single nation out 
of Canada, the U.S. and Mexico, with a 
new unelected bureaucracy and money 
system. Forget about controlling immi-
gration under this scheme. 

And a free America, with limited, con-
stitutional government, would be gone 
forever. 

Let’s not forget the UN. It wants to 
impose a direct tax on us. I successfully 
fought this move in Congress last year, 
but if we are going to stop ongoing at-
tempts of this world government body 
to tax us, we will need leadership from 
the White House.

We must withdraw from any organi-
zations and trade deals that infringe 
upon the freedom and independence of 
the United States of America.

War and Foreign Policy
The war in Iraq was sold to us 

with false information. The area is 
more dangerous now than when we 
entered it. We destroyed a regime 
hated by our direct enemies, the ji-
hadists, and created thousands of 
new recruits for them. This war has 
cost more than 3,000 American lives, 
thousands of seriously wounded, 
and hundreds of billions of dollars. 
We must have new leadership in the 
White House to ensure this never 
happens again.

Both Jefferson and Washington 
warned us about entangling ourselves 
in the affairs of other nations. Today, 
we have troops in 130 countries. We 
are spread so thin that we have too few 
troops defending America. And now, 
there are new calls for a draft of our 
young men and women. 

We can continue to fund and fight no-
win police actions around the globe, or 
we can refocus on securing America and 
bring the troops home. No war should 
ever be fought without a declaration of 
war voted upon by the Congress, as re-
quired by the Constitution. Under no  
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circumstances should the U.S. again go 
to war as the result of a resolution that 
comes from an unelected, foreign body, 
such as the United Nations. Too often 
we give foreign aid and intervene on be-
half of governments that are despised. 
Then, we become despised. Too often we 
have supported those who turn on us, 
like the Kosovars who aid Islamic ter-
rorists, or the Afghan jihads themselves, 
and their friend Osama bin Laden. We 
armed and trained them, and now we’re 
paying the price.

At the same time, we must not isolate 
ourselves. The generosity of the Ameri-
can people has been felt around the 
globe. Many have thanked God for it, 
in many languages. Let us have a strong 
America, conducting open trade, travel, 
communication, and diplomacy with 
other nations.

Border Security and  
Immigration Reform

The talk must stop. We must secure 
our borders now. A nation without se-
cure borders is no nation at all. It makes 
no sense to fight terrorists abroad when 
our own front door is left unlocked. This 
is my six point plan:
1.	 	Physically	secure	our	borders	and	coast-

lines.	We	must	do	whatever	it	takes	to	
control	 entry	 into	 our	 country	 before	
we	undertake	complicated	immigration	
reform	proposals.	

2.	 	Enforce	 visa	 rules.	 Immigration	 offi-
cials	 must	 track	 visa	 holders	 and	 de-
port	 anyone	 who	 overstays	 their	 visa	
or	 otherwise	 violates	 U.S.	 law.	 This	 is	
especially	 important	 when	 we	 recall	
that	 a	 number	 of	 9/11	 terrorists	 had	
expired	visas.	

3.	 	No	amnesty.	Estimates	suggest	that	10	
to	20	million	people	are	in	our	country	
illegally.	That’s	a	lot	of	people	to	reward	
for	breaking	our	laws.	

4.	 	No	 welfare	 for	 illegal	 aliens.	 Ameri-
cans	have	welcomed	immigrants	who	
seek	opportunity,	work	hard,	and	play	
by	the	rules.	But	taxpayers	should	not	
pay	 for	 illegal	 immigrants	 who	 use	
hospitals,	clinics,	schools,	roads,	and	
social	services.	

5.	 	End	birthright	citizenship.	As	 long	as	
illegal	immigrants	know	their	children	
born	 here	 will	 be	 citizens,	 the	 incen-
tive	 to	 enter	 the	 U.S.	 illegally	 will	 re-
main	strong.	

6.	 	Pass	true	immigration	reform.	The	cur-
rent	 system	 is	 incoherent	 and	 unfair.	
But	current	reform	proposals	would	al-
low	 up	 to	 60	 million	 more	 immigrants	
into	our	country,	according	to	the	Heri-
tage	Foundation.	This	is	insanity.	Legal	
immigrants	 from	 all	 countries	 should	
face	the	same	rules	and	waiting	periods.

Privacy and  
Personal Liberty

The biggest threat to your privacy is 
the government. We must drastically 
limit the ability of government to collect 
and store data regarding citizens’ per-
sonal matters. 

We must stop the move toward a na-
tional ID card system. All states are 
preparing to issue new driver’s licenses 
embedded with “standard identifier” 
data — a national ID. A national ID with 
new tracking technologies means we’re 
heading into an Orwellian world of no 
privacy. I voted against the Real ID Act 
in March of 2005. 

To date, the privacy focus has been on 
identity theft. It was Congress that cre-
ated this danger by mandating use of the 
standard identifier (currently your SSN) 
in the private sector. For example, banks 
use SSNs as customer account identifiers 
because the government requires it.

We must also protect medical privacy. 
Right now, you’re vulnerable. Under so-
called “medical privacy protection” rules, 
insurance companies and other entities 
have access to your personal medical in-
formation.

Financial privacy? Right now deposit-
ing $10,000 in your local bank will gen-
erate a “suspicious activity report” to the 
federal government.

And then there’s the so-called Patriot 
Act. As originally proposed. Expanded the 
federal government’s ability to use wire-
taps without judicial oversight; allowed 
nationwide search warrants non-specific 
to any given location, nor subject to any 

local judicial oversight; made it far easier 
for the government to monitor private 
internet usage; authorized “sneak and 
peek” warrants enabling federal authori-
ties to search a person’s home, office, or 
personal property without that person’s 
knowledge; and required libraries and 
bookstores to turn over records of books 
read by their patrons. Today the threat 
to your liberty and privacy is very real. 
We need leadership at the top that will  
prevent Washington from centralizing 
power and private data about our lives. 

I have fought this fight for many years. 
I sponsored a bill to overturn the Patriot 
Act and have won some victories.

Property Rights and 
Eminent Domain

We must stop special interests from 
violating property rights and literally 
driving families from their homes, farms 
and ranches.

Our country’s founders would roll over 
in their graves if they saw the takings 
clause in the Fifth Amendment used to 
justify booting people out of their homes 
for the profit of private developers and 
tax-hungry local governments. The Su-
preme Court’s Kelo decision said govern-
ment power could be used to condemn 
private homes and churches to benefit a 
huge pharmaceutical corporation and a 
large property developer.

Today, we face a new threat of wide-
spread eminent domain actions as a re-
sult of powerful interests who want to 
build a NAFTA superhighway through the 
United States from Mexico to Canada.

We also face another danger in regula-
tory takings: Through excess regulation, 
governments deprive property own-
ers of significant value and use of their 
properties — all without paying “just 
compensation.”

Property rights are the foundation of all 
rights in a free society. Without the right 
to own a printing press, for example, free-
dom of the press becomes meaningless. 
The next president must get federal agen-
cies out of these schemes to deny prop-
erty owners their constitutional rights to 
life, liberty, and property.
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